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This document is a visual starting point towards a cohesive
visual identity for the Center of Information Technology and
Society (CITS) at UCSB.
The very design of this guide should also be taken as reference.

Logo
CITS original logo has been slightly modified. The main
typography is slightly thinner and has round edges to match the
waves. These waves have different stroke weight to convey
movement.

NO SUBTITLE

WITH SUBTITLE

Simple version of the logo. Recommended for difficult
applications (for example, on low resolution surfaces like fabric)
and for smaller sizes.

Recommended for medium applications. The chosen typography
is ‘Source Sans Pro’. This font is available from Google fonts for
web usage.

Center for Information
Technology and Society

DO

DO NOT

DO NOT

DO NOT

PROCEED WITH CAUTION

Change the color when necessary to fit different scenarios and
better contrast.

Change the color of different elements .

Change the scale of any element.

Change the subtitle selected font, scale or color.

When framing the logo inside certain shapes. Use moderation
(buttons on a screen interface, for example).

A visual metaphor
A computer program was written. This program creates a
system containing the following elements:

1. SATELLITES

2. GROUND INTERFACES

3. INHABITANTS

Circling the earth, allowing global communication. Represented as
circles with one axis.

Usually antennas and similar types of infrastructure. Their symbol
includes animated waves.

Circling the earth, allowing global communication. Represented as
circles with one axis.

Some inhabitants –not accidentally– fail to fit into any community
or group. Some of them remain connected while some others
remain completely isolated.

INHABITANTS
Inhabitants are represented by different symbols. Each symbol
could be interpreted as a ‘social group’ or ‘community’. A total of
thirteen different symbols appear randomly with different
properties in order to convey diversity.

GROUND INTERFACES
Infrastructure/antennas and other equipment attached to the earth.
They serve as an interface between satellites and inhabitants.
They produce a ‘wireless’ signal –inspired by CITS logo–.
Inhabitants are constantly re-positioned in different
locations. These clusters represent online
communities being created and destroyed constantly.

Connections between satellites and ground interfaces.

Subtle connections between inhabitants.
These connections express how different types of groups can be now
‘connected’ and have mutual exchanges between each other.

SATELLITES
Rotating around everyone else and allowing communication.
Connections between
satellites and inhabitants

A metaphor detail
Any metaphor is open to interpretation (which is encouraged). However, some key
elements are explained here to support design related decisions.
There are three types of main elements: INHABITANTS, INTERFACES and SATELLITES.

Some of the properties of these elements can be modified and fitted for different
situations and environments. For example, connections can be disabled to obtain a
cleaner graphic.

Futura Md Bt Medium

Applications and layout
Every design project comes with different challenges and
specifications. The following layout configurations are only
presented as ideas and suggestions, not as a final design
solution.

If possible, golden ratio relationships between different scales are suggested

Source Sans Pro

COLORS

PHOTOGRAPHS

LAYOUT

Color schemes are divided in two groups. The first one, related to
technology –which is usually represented with blue shades–:

Color schemes are divided in two groups. The first one, related to
technology, usually represented with blue shades:

High contrast between pages

Fullscreen photographs
(margin bleed).

5463 U

2935 U

2925 U

291 U

Pantone number
(solid uncoated)

Warm tones related to social sciences and humanities:

1807 U

366 U

7565 U

3155 U

7541 U
A small motif of the metaphor

A proposed two page content layout. Notice how the image on the left doesn’t cover the
full page. The metaphor (or portions of it) can be also applied in a minimalist way.

Poster design
Four posters as an example of the code’s flexibility and
different applications of simple and complex graphics:

Different scales between two different graphics.
One of them de-centered to the right.

Simple graphics scaled up.
Just a portion of the code is selected.

A combination of black and white code.

Higher density graphics

A cleaner –but still powerful– image.

Navigation bar on the top with UCSB logo

Website
Conceptual design, made to test the code-generated graphics, not a
final design.

Header image, or java application or video in the background.

Slight subtle change between news items
Color change, contrast between different types of content.

Fragments of the code can be used as single motifs

Footer

The Software
CITS_Metaphor v1.0 is a computer program written to generate visual
output for CITS.
With this software, high definition files can be saved for future use in
brochures, posters, websites and other types of applications.
The software allows to control certain parameters that will be described in
the next few pages.

BACKGROUND

Using CITS-Metaphor 1.0

Choose between five different
background colors.

Notoriously different results can be obtained by changing the settings. It also provides
the flexibility of multiple file formats. These outputs should no t be considered as a
final result, but instead, as a compositional element ready to be included in posters,
presentation cards, websites, brochures, amongst other possible alternatives.

MONOCHROME
Enables RGB color.

Different outputs can be mixed, in order to achieve different combinations. For
example, a mixture of a black PDF and a white PDF with two different files.

BLACK / WHITE
This command only works when color is not activated,
color control for CITS logo is also controlled here.

DENSITY SLIDERS
Main appearance of the graphic is controlled here. Slow computers
will slow down when higher values are selected.
Use with caution, sometimes less is more.

CONNECTIONS
It is useful to hide connections when having too many satellites and a
cleaner look is desired.

SCALE
The whole graphic is de-centered and
scaled up to 200%

DIVERSITY
The symbol of each inhabitant can be changed. Instead of having
different types, they will all have the same simple cross ( - X - ).

CLUSTERS
Inhabitants can orbit the earth randomly or they can also be grouped
constantly in different communities/clusters.

CITS LOGO
CITS logo can be hidden or visible.
Scale can be changed using it’s own slider.

OUTPUTS *
Files can be saved in four different formats:
PNG

PDF

This PDF file includes the background color of the image.

Bitmap images, recommended for screen design, available in two
different formats.

TIFF

PDF (ALPHA)

HD Vector files scalable to any desired width.
Recommended for print design.

This PDF file includes all graphics except the background.

* Files are saved under the SAVED FILES folder inside the application folder

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS
Software runs on MAC OS X (10.8 or higher). A computer fast enough to run high
resolution graphics is recommended for performance. CITS-Metaphor v1.0 can be run
in windows using Processing and downloading CITS-M source
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